TYPE 1 ENGINE BALANCING

Jake, I just wanted to write and thank you for the most complete and professional engine balance job that I have ever had done.  I have been involved with Air-Cooled  VW’s since 1976 with my first car being a 1967 bug.  I have worked as a VW engine/transmission builder   from 1979-86   at a shop and I currently run a small VW  machine shop out of my home as a side business.  I have had many engine assemblies “balanced” by local shops.  I say balanced loosely due to the fact that after getting my parts back from Jake I now know what a real balance job is.  

 The parts came back from being shipped across the country in perfect condition.  The attention to detail was astounding.  I’ve never been asked to send so many parts for balancing before.  But after I got the parts back with a print out of the rotating weights it all makes sense.  This is the first time I have ever had the flywheel come back with the pressure plate bolts indexed, piston pins actually marked   to their respective pistons.  They way they remove metal is also outstanding.    On the crank, flywheel, pressure plate, they actually shave material off instead of drilling a bunch of holes.  The pistons are actually milled in a wide area that looked better than a factory job.   

I live just outside of a large city (Seattle, Way.) and there are many shops that claim that they do a good job of balancing engines.  But after calling them and being asked how many cyls does it have I knew they were not place that I wanted to use.

It was money well spent to ship my parts across the country to get balanced by R.A.T. and I will not hesitate to use  their services again in the near future.  

Tim Hancock

Sparkmaster1  STF Engine  Rebuild Forum Moderator. 

